Hans Bluntschli in Berne: Researching reproduction in hedgehog tenrecs (Afrosoricida, Tenrecidae).
The Swiss anatomist Hans Bluntschli is best known as a primatologist. Yet, his focus during his later years in Berne was on reproduction in Malagasy tenrecs. This research was done with two graduate students, Robert Goetz and Fritz Strauss; all three had been obliged to leave Germany after the National Socialists came to power. Unique features of reproduction in tenrecs included nonantral follicles, intrafollicular fertilization, eversion of the corpus luteum, and polyovulation. The fertilized egg formed a blastula that developed into a blastocyst; there was no morula stage. A false placental cushion developed in the endometrium opposite the implantation site. Placentation was complex and included development of a prominent haemophagous organ. These findings are discussed in relation to current concepts of mammalian phylogeny that place tenrecs and golden moles in the same order and as close relatives to elephant shrews and the aardvark.